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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 2 _ ing! 
oi A by Peter Ellis, 


In the previous: issue of - Whirrakee, I.outlined the Peentetory of the Whipstick 
in terms of early encounters by scientists.and naturalists, and the first 
conservation move by the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club in 1957, for a small 
Whipstick National Park, Following the demise of this proposal, the club 
maintained interest in the area by means of press releases, field eae gone 
public tours and so on, bringing us through to the early 1960's. 


At this time I had my first encounter with the area. On earlier oceasstéua’” 

I had only heard of the "Whipstick", a name with a magical ring that 
increasingly aroused my interest and determination to get out there and explore 
a seemingly marvellous and mystical expanse of scrub land. The problem was | 

in convincing family members with transport to take me out there (they never . 
did). Like most Bendigonians they had a superstitious fear of the area - 
of becoming hopelessly lost. This tradition of cautious respect most likely 
was @ carry-over from the days of the miners, some who did get hopelessly 

lost and a few who were never seen again presumably perished. 


My chance to explore the area finally came after I commenced a Chemistry’ Course 
at the old Bendigo Technical College (now T.A.F.E.). One of imy teachers was 
the late Redvers Eddy, and another Frank Cusack, Frank later gave me copies . 

of Bill Perry's Whipstick articles from the Bendggo Advertiser, just to whet 
my appetite, and Red, Eddy I soon found out was an Ornithologist of renown, an 
outstanding photographer, and an esteemed member of the Bendigo Field Naturalist 
Club, He later told _me.about the 1957 submission for a Whipstick National Park, 
and the earlier visits by Professor Hartsthorne and Dr. Melville. He said the 
four square mile park proposal centred-around Flagstaff Hill was: chosen because 
it was considered to have the most representative area of mallee and forest _ 
supporting a good concentration of song-birds, and having outstanding displays 
of wildflowers in spring. Special attractions were around Skylark Dam, and 
nearby, with what was then considered to be the best area of Phebalium 
obcordatum, the green form of Grevillea rosmarinifolia} the rare mintbush 
Prostanthera saxicoloa var, bracteolata,'and “the slender velvet bush ~ 
Lasiopetalum baueri, The approaches through the forest had magnificent displays 
of "Hakea Wattle" (Acacia williamsonii), and one in particular, started just 
after passing the famous "Hakea wattle paddock", which Red always maintained 
was at its peak-on August 3lst. From memory the song birds included the 
Gilbert Whistler and the Rufous Whistler and others, but most notably” the» 
Crested Beil-bird, With a range of three octaves this song-bird never ee 
to escape enthusiasm and acclaim awe from Red., Other items of interest in 
this area ingluded remnants of the: gold mining days, puddling machines etc., 
and activities of eucalyptus cutters; it was one of the few remaining hand-cut 
areas, Near Skylark dam was a small mine or open cut for "milky quartz’, — 
“egarded as the best anywhere, and most sought for the grave-yards in Bendigo. 


During these times: I. would get. Red, to draw me up. strip maps of the above © _ 
mentioned localities. Of a weekend or a Wednesday afternoon I'd ride my bike 

out to Huntly and turn left ‘onto the: Whipstick, returning home through Ga 
Haglehawk, Sometimes fellow students Jim Chan and Bruce Chisholm would ci 
accompany me (Wednesday afternoon was set aside for passive recreation or sport). 
_ There were. two other budding naturalists from the Chemistry class of 1963, - 

_ Robin Moors and Glenise PONSA now Mr & Mrs Moors; (rey nature-fascinating ) 


*This is now named Grevillea glabella. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 2 continued 


Meanwhile I finally joined the BY? Ne C., I think in the July of 1964. 

The first excursion I attended was led by Bill Perry to see the Acacia - 7 
flexifolia near the Wallaby Caves. This was my early introduction, ‘to Bull 
Mallee, "Frogratti", and "Aspalathiodes"., Another budding naturalist. attended 
this, our first excursion - young Tom Patullo. Tom and I were quickly taken — 
under wing by Bob Alien and Colin Bubb, not to mention of course. Frank. 
Robbins, Jack Kellam and others, As I said, previously in those days, Nextra. 
excursions" were often arranged by these people, and every weekend weld be 5 
racing out to the Whipstick, or sometimes Mandurang or Wellsford Forests... oP 


It was on such an excursion the following winter or so that the Larger 
Striped Greenhood Orchid (Pterostylis xobusta) was discovered on the. . 

Bagshot North Road, under the canopy of Bull Mallee and Kamarooka Mallee, 

In those days the Club had a committee but it only. met occagsionly, as all 

the tusiness was handled at the general meetings unless something special 

came up.. Gradually the pressure of the times meant that regular monthly . 
committee meetings had to -be _enipeeaeicreek By this time I had. joined the warnitinikee 
but as a junior of 17 or te could not have received voting rights and so 

on, until reaching 21. fibwever, I forget now, some special provision or. 
co-option was arranged. 


_ It was at this time the first storm clouds began to gather r over the Whipstick - 
“about 1965/66. Conservetion moves for the protection of the Little Desert, 
faint at first, grey stronger and stronger, and controversy ultimately 
centred around pecuniary proposals for development by the Minister for TERRES 
Sir Willian (Black Jaci) MeDonald. More of this later. 


I quite clearly remember’ an agitated Leon Ruedin announcing the Rucaleyptus 
oil industry was finished, and in turn, the Whipstick. Mainland China was: 
producing high grade oil from harvests of blue mallee apparently from plants 
established from seed imported from Australia. The Australian industry as it | 
stood was already impeded due to Government levies and restrictions, and 

was now considered to be in a state of collapse. A developer from Wedderburn, © 
a Mr Robertson, had already bought from Les Campbell a fair expanse of prime : 


.. eucalyptus oil producing country at Bagshot North, His intention was to 


clear the land for crops, and this was considered locelly to bea dubious © 
project.. Frank Robbins: predicted it was a "get'’rich quick" scheme, That is, 
the land when freshly cleared would yield well in the first season, and the 
area would then be sold to some unsuspecting newcomer. However the 
agricultural prospects would. deteriorape rapidly in the subsequent seasons, 
Frank. was correct; and it Was feared that with the state of the Eucalyptus 
oil industry otic. Iucal 1 laidowmers mignt follow suit and selt out to the 
"Collins Street. farmers". 


To make matters’ worse, and this was the neil emir, Robertson had applied 

to the Minister: for Lands, Sir William McDonald for the ailienation of the. 
neighbouring Whirrakeée Crorm Lands, to add to’his scheme, Sir: William McDonald 
was very sympathetic, he had personally inspected the Whipstick ‘€rown Lands ~~ 
and these were going to be next on his list of priorities after the Little 
Desert, I doubt if the B,F.N.C. ever knew about this particular manipulation, * 
at leastthe backgrou ound to ue but Frank Robbins certainly did, he'd been 
tipped Ofivereme igh a ; as 


The outcome was a masdive campaign on Frank's part to negate Robertson's move, 
i.e. to prevent the alienation of the Crown Lands, and to stir up a case for ~ 
a Whipstick National Park, aes on this area, as distinct from the earJier 
1957 proposal. 


4. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 2 continued 


Frank had learnt that proposals for alienation could be delayed, sometimes 
for years, if the Lands Department was inundated with an enormous stack 
of submissions and letters both against the alienation, and in support of 
establishing a National Park. Press releases were arranged and talks given to 
many organisations, and support enlisted from groups such as the National 
Trust, Historical Society, Eaglehewk Traders, Trades Hall Council and so on, 
Members of thé Soil Conservation Authority, Agricultural Department, National 
Parks Association, National Parks Authority, Land Utilisation Committee, 
Eucalyptus Distillers Association, Apiarists groups and so on were also 
called upon for support. The campaign was an enormous success, a stalemate 
achieved, and the alienation of the Crown Lands proposals shelved, with a 
dossier for a Whipstick National Park stacked high. 


Two other developments came out of this campaign. Firstly the National Parks 
Authority did assess the area by sending up a Technical Officer - Mr Colin 
Hutchinson to document the value of the crown lands in terms of National Parks 
potential. He also ascertained that Mr Les Campbell was prepared to sell the 
balance of his lands to the Government. These would have joined the crown 
lands in a single viable unit, a move years ahead of time, and of course 

the land has changed hands (sometimes several times) since, and ultimately 
would/has cost more money. 


The other very important happening was that Frank considered he needed ‘some - 
scientific evidence as to why the Whirrakee Crown Lands should not be alienated. 
He commenced his famous "Survey of the Whipstick", (in my car). Initially it 
was a quick rain-check on the several Whirrakee blocks in question (I remember 
we found one isolated bush of Acacia flexifolia on one of them). 

After this was achieved, Frank decided to move systematically, investigating 
all Whipstick lands with the view.of providing an historical record of the 
distribution of flora, prior to what he considered would be the inevitable 
clearing of much of the private lend within the general Whipstick green-belt. 
He based his survey on that of Paton's Survey of the Whipstick 1923, and 
published in the Victorian Naturalist Fetruary 1924, P. 189-204, 

Frank also cross checked Paton's work, trying to locate some previous records 
+hat have not since been found, e.g, Halrpania. However it has been generally 
regarded that the Halgania record and a couple of others may have been erroneous. 
It is interesting to compare Frank's first rushed map in 1967 with his review 
of the same area in 1973. (Bendigo Naturalist Vol,1 No.3 April 1968, and- 

Vol.6 No.1 March 1973 respectively. ) 


Frank's maps of course were a remarkable feat, and very accurate. He used 
Parish plans, aerial phovograpus and ovner maps (Army Survey ete.) and 
superimposedthen, pencilling out the tracks, gullies and crests, fence lines 
and other boundaries onto tracing paper. He then drove and walked through every 
section of the Whipstick, accurately marking down all the interesting plants 
and other features, such as sites of old mallee fowl nests, puddling machines, 
eucalyptus factories etc.. When this was complete and doubly cross checked, 

it was then marked out on the tracing paper with Indian ink and a fine-pen 
and nib. He usually.took someone to drive, or alternatively mark down the 
locations and Jack Kellam, Bob Allen or myself would take it in turns, or 
sometimes several; weeks each, as different sections were done. I remember 

on one occassion, Frank with his dry, slightly eccentric humour, driving . 
round and round a’pine tree so he could zero his mileage meter against a 
well known reference point. He took his findings from his mileage meter in 
1/10's. and 1/100's of a mile. 


This sree article has had to be split in half, and will continue in °- 
next months :Whirrakee, Editor. 


Dr 
BARN OWL - TYTO ALBA 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION DECEMBER 1986 
collated by Bill Fientje. 


APPEARANCE: The birds stand 12.5 inches to 14 inches high. Both male and 
female are alike, The upper plumage is of a greyish-brow colour, with darker — 
lines and spots»of pale grey, The under plumage is white, with numerous dark 
spots, particularly in younger’ birds, The face is typical of Tytc owls, 

being heart shaped, whitish in colour with a light to dark brown edge to the 
facial disc, The eyes are very dark, with a small dark patch in front of the 
eyes. The beak is bone-coloured, Immature birds are similar to adults when 
they, ‘leave the nest. wes Miata ene te 


CALL: Consists: of. a harsh: pencecn often Seana for Coreideranie prolonged 
periods: at night, and may ‘be uttered while perched, or in flight. When courting, 
and perched near::the nest, pairs converse with IRN eee SCE URE File) Gubse 
softer’ calls. Quiet;:. when not breeding, 


BREEDING: Usually nesting occurs from autumn to spring, “but when food becomes 
abundant, nesting may become continuous, as when mice plagues develop. The 
nest is. generally a.tree ‘hollow, but caves have also been used. Bags are laid ° 
on decayed wood or dust, deep in the hollow. The eggs number fran three -to. six, 
are white in colour, and are laid at two;day intervals. ieanTyeeisiorn begins when 
the first egg is laid, hatching in 34 days plus or-minus.a. day, and.if.six eges 
are laid, the oldest young would be 12 days older than the youngest, which may 
not survive, if food-becomes.scarce. Only the female incubates the eggs but 

she is fed by the’ male at the nest. Brooding the young is also ‘done by’ the 
female, and she is fed by the male. After four weeks: of brooding the female 
leaves the nest and both parents are kept busy feeding the young:. Mb tent. 40. 
nine weeks, each young one is fully feathered, and leaves the nest, 1 being fed 
by the parents for about andother three weeks. There is no sanitation at the - 
nest, and excreta and decaying remnant food accumulates in the nest. Each youns 
is independent at abour twelve weeks, and if food is Bu cod ey further breedi LE 
may accur. 


FOOD: Originally, the eee Owl diet no doubt consisted of mativels marsupial 
mice and rats,, small ground dwelling birds, lizards, frogs, and insects such 
as grasshoppers, crickets, beetles. In modern times, the introduced house-mice, 
rats and young rabbits, appear to be the most common food, particularly when 
abundant in plarue. proportions. OA 


HABITAT: Open wooded country, and adjacent~ farmlands and roadsides with trees. 


DISTRIBUTION: Barn Owls occur throughout Australia and other sub-species of 
Barn Owls occur through New Guinea, Henetoanel, Africa, ERED Asia, plore and 
South America. 


GENERAL: iP Owls are nomadic, moving from one location to another according 
to shortage and abundance,of food supply., They..do not remain bonded to. the 
same. mate from one breeding. season. to: another,. By day they roost in tree-hollows, 
cayes,; sometimes. open. sheds,.. mine -shafts,. Ori densely. foliaged. trees. Sometimes, 
in tthe: event, of an extensive mouse, plague, they: ‘breed-up-to: extensive: numbers, 
but. when. the plague ceases, ‘the population: is reduced through | lack of food . 
and cold winter gonditions. - 
Barn owls hunt after dark, using vubestp seine hearing, rather ‘lzeva eye sight 
to locate their prey, often hovering a few feet above the ground, or resting 
on a low perch such as a fence post or stump. Their flight is silent, Often if 
the prey is not too large, it is swallowed whole, and a few hours later, the 
undigested bones, fur, wing cases, etc. are regurgitated as a pellet and 
discarded through the bird's beak. If surprised, and unable to escape, the bird 
may spread and droop its wings, adopt a swaying motion snap its beak and hiss 
at the intruder, VERY silent flight. Sometimes hide in low hollow:stumps. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 

It was Sunday June 7th, a mild sunny day, when we headed for that lovely, 
"Garden in the Bush", at Diamond Hill, the.idea being to ¢heck on the orchids, 
A little early in the year perhaps, but the day was delightful, and so we 
needed little excuse to go for a run, 


The sight of the Acacia lanigera (Woolly Wattle) in full bloom was in stgelt: 
sufficient reward.0n close examination it could be seen that a number of the 
flowering plants were quite young, many.being eighteen inches or less, thus 

‘proving the recovery the whole area has made from the effects of the severe 

1982 drought.- There were very few bushes more than four feet high. The bright 
yellow of the wattle bloom standing out from the rather sombre coloured bush, 
the long branches loaded with fluffy balls SUEEEENS in the a sunlight was 
as nice a picture as one would wish to see. 


Picking up our landmarks, we began to search for any sign of Prassopiy tum 

odoratum, the scented Leak Orchid, but were unsuccessful, probably a little 
early. However we were a bit hazy on our position, due to the fact that one 
of our markers, a mine mullock heep had disappeared; completely carted away. 


So on to the next target, a colony of Pterostylis longifolia, the Tall 
Greenhood, and were pleased to find the Orchids in ood Shape. None, as yet, 

in flower, but a couple well budded and others with stems climbing. 

Pterostylis revoluta, the Autumn Greenhood, had many non flowering plants, 

but we did not discover any spent flowers. From: previous observations of 
P.revoluta, we have found that it is a difficult plant to understand. 

Other years I have, at times, seen areas wizi: dozens of lovely flowers in 

close colonies, perhaps five or six feet acrnss=..One such occasion being the 
batch found in the Whipstick by the late Frank Robbins, another example was 

the colony growing on the Malones block, and which was featured on the cover 

of "Whirrakee" Vol.5, No. 5, together with a short write up on Page 4; in which 
Bobbie says she counted 90 odd flowers in a space of 6ft by 4 ft. Other. years 
we find, as we did this year, many non-flowering plants, and very few 
flowering stems. The flower stems of this orchid rise from underground atolane? 
or rhizones, and appear to grow from the bare ground. The only leaves that these 
flowering stems have are the bract-like growths which occur, and partly 

enfold, the stems at intervals up the SEM, usually four in number. 

These are called leaf-bracts. é 


Back to our "Pleasant Sunday, Ntvernoon': We then drove back to One ‘Tree Hill 
and wandered for a while along our old Nature Trail. We found here that low 
undercover had grown so thick and tall that it had evidentally overgrown the 
area where the Tall Greenhoods grew in other years. However Autumn Greenhood 
basal leaves were apparent, put no spent flowers: Autumn Greenhood leaves again, 
and some Eriochilus cucucullatus (Persons Bards) leaves that were quite large, 

a condition which showed that the flowers had gone, as when this orchid is in 
flower the leaves are almost impossible to see, ‘being just a tiny green point 
enfolding the flower stem at. ground level. Bebe? tae flowers die off the 

single leaf grores on to be are large, 


like 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


In an area of perhaps several acres there used to be a—thicket. of. Grevillea . 
ani oina, and was, when in flower, the haunt of the Black-chinned Honeyeater, 
it was. wiped out by the 1982 drought, When’ visited on a Club outing 
some areas after the drought it was just a forest of dead sticks, It has now © 
fully recovered with young Grevilleas. everyvhere, many will flower this year. ° 


A little further:on we came to the large area of Pterost; Ids nuitns, Nodding 
Greenhood, where ‘there were,hundreds of plants over & large area, with many 
already in bud, At the head-of this gully we were ‘able ‘to locate the colony 
of Pterostylis alata, the Striped Greenhood, with many non-flowering plants 
but could not fand any flower. stems, again it_is a little. early for this one. 
The Striped Greenhood belongs to. the same group, of orchids’ as” the ‘Autumn: ' iti 
Greenhood, as they both have flowering stems separate to what we call basal ~°° 
leaves, or non-flowering plants. Another’ loealtiorchid in that category is 
the Pterostylis HELA This group is: known: as: athe Cauline: Goce 
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oo > > BBD ND_ OBSERVATIONS 


} 
begat 


B.0.G. neeting, June’ 55/1987. 
Observations 


Wedge-=tailed Eagle, one, "bile, 24/5/87. 

Brown Goshawk feeding on Spotted Turtle-dove, Bendigo, 4/5/87. 
Powerful Owl, one. Splitters Creek, June 1986. 

Barn Owl, two Shelbourne, 5f6/87, 

Tawny Frogmouth, one, Strathfieldsaye, 23/5/87 


Noisy Friarbird, one, Strathdale, 7/5 - 5/6/87. 

White-naped Honeyeater, THO», Maiden Gully, 1/6/87. 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater feeding a youngster,’ Maiden Gully; 25/81. 
Swift Parrots, Strathfieldsaye, 27 & 30/5/87. ; 


Rose Robin, one, Sedgwick, 30/5/87. : 
Red-capped Robin, one male, Strathfieldsaye, 1/6/87. “iD 
Golden Whistler,.one male, Maiden Gully, 2/5/87 onwards. = 
Olive-backed Oriole imitating other birds, Bendigo, 1/6/87. 

Dusky Woodswallow, large: flocks, Barmah Forest, 29/5/87. 

Cattle Egrets 20 various’ Localities: ain: Victoria's Western District. 


bias 


Lists submitted et “ ne 


Black Rock Rd., Whipstick, 10/5/87. 

Black Rock area, Whipstick, 30/5/87. 
Honeyeaters, Flora Hill, April - June 1987. 

Jobs co Getic BED = Pee get. wee | 

eS i i eSiame 
Notes ‘ ESR ots Seaaweahotert aie. Sot Wen} or etal eet / 
There was some discussion on birds of prey at this meeeiad A Wedre-tadled 
Eagle seen at the Old Tom Mine in the Whipstick prompted the query as to 
whether there were any breeding pairs in the Whipstick. This jogged the 
memories of several observers, and it was reported that they nested in the 
Whipstick during the 1960's but apparently not since, and also at Kamarooka 
in about 1977. 


8. ut 
BIRD NOTES. AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


a a aa eer eye paar cme ioe 
Sr can weeny a * Oa t : Eig 


An interesting report received was of a Brown Goshawk feeding on a Icild od aan 
Indian Turtle-dove in the Bendigo urban aree. The Goshawk was frightened off ~ 
its lunch when the observer approached, but returned the next’ day to fetch the 


dove, which it has left in a Cootamundra Wattle. 


A report of a Tawny-Frogmouth-at Strathfieldsaye prompted the further report of 
one seen feeding on moths near a streetlight at Togno's corner, Mandurang. 7 
The bird flew from a tree onto the roadway to catch a moth and after about 
one-minute it flew off to/a.fence post. This pird -(presumabiy..the- same.-one ) 
hag been-tepeatedly sighted at night over the last twelve months, and is often 


seen; sitting.on the 80 km/hr sign in Tannery Lane. hhh i 
A retrospéctivé report of much interest was of a Powerful Owl which was seen; 
roosting in a. treé inthe Splitters Creek area at the back of Kennington in |... 
June last year. The bird was disturbed by the observer's présence and flew 
about 100 metres or so. It was attacked by other small birds. 


With the Red Ironbark and Yellow Gum blossom now reasonably abundant, 
honeyeaters have moved into the district as they do each autumn. One of the rarer 
species to visit is the Noisy Friarbird, one of .which was seen in suburban 
Strathdale. It was feeding in flowering Red Ironbarks. Flocks of lorikeets and 
many Red Wattlebirds were also present. The Noisy Friarbird is more common. 
to the east of Bendigo, for example in the Rushworth area, and in the Ironbark 
forests of north-east Victoria it takes over from the Red Wattlebird as the 
dominant large honeyeater. . site, 


A native garden in Flora Hill has attracted seven species of honeyeaters 
over the last few months, Brown-headed, White-naped, Yellow-faced, Yellow- 
tufted and Fuscous Honeyeaters, the Eastern Spinebill and the ever-present 
Red Wattlebird. st .EM aks ee 


Taking advantage of seasonal conditions, Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters bred at 
Maiden Gully this autumn, However, it may have been an abundance of scale or © 
lerp rather than nectar (see the June Whirrakee) that encouraged them, as it _ 
was apparently these on which the sole, fledged ‘youngster was being fed, 


The nectar-feeding Swift Parrot arrives from Tasmanid in’mid to late autum. ~ 
However, very few have been seen this autumn, the Strathfieldsaye reports of 
4 and 14 birds respectively being the only reports received at the meeting. 


One of the highlights of the evening's observations. was a report of a male - 
Rose Robin at Sedgwick inMay. This delightful stall robin is a denizen of wet 
mountain forests, with small numbers dispersing to drier areas when not breeding. 
It ig rare in this district, with 9 previous sightings on the B.0.G's files.. 

The Red-capped Robin, on the other hand, is 4 resident, but preféts the drier 
northern half of the district and is rarely..seen at Strathfieldsaye, as was 

the case on 1/6/87. 7 ae : a 


An Olive-backed Oriole seen and heard in Rosalind Park impressed, the observer 
with its skillful mimicry, The calls of the Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Red 

Wattlebird, Dusky Woodswallow, Eastern Rosella and Spur-winged Plover were . 
clearly identifiablex:it ia. 4.6) sp yaar © in om 


“aofren pt an - nme moet 
oe a-eike ceoeL Ne ume Tay hte 


pet ors Ie err 
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NEW BUCALYPT DISCOVERY - Eucalyptus pecurva, cre 
; Sy-Red. ee, : 


Some menberes and! peaieree Ir may have menaced a emalt segment on ,TV8. “Newshour ” 
and/or read about the discovery of a new eucalypt - Eucalyptus recurva. ngs 
This is the rarest eucalypt known to us and was discovered oe in August 
1984. near Braidwood in N.S.W. ade 3 


At first the plant was thought to be from the Eriostemon ramiiy because of 
its fleshy leaves, but finally it was decided that it was a SEN EH ie 
The Plant is more of a shrub than a tree in size. 


Problems arose “when propogation was: tried. Conventional methods aia nee one 
and it was. only. after a research biologist noticed a certain similarity 
between the new specimen and a eucalypt from’Tasmania, that needed intense 
cold to. trigger germination, that this method’ was used. Success? “ 
Some seeds germinated and one plant survived to a height of 10 em, when the 
results were released to the public. _ 


Eucalyptus recurva - - named after. its leaf characteristics has only the one 
known specimen growing in the wild. There isa possibility that this, and a 
rare boronia: found in the same region,, are remnants. fron, the Ice Age, but 
no one:is saying for sure yeti. ioe 


RXR RHR HEH sat Col 2 EY Ta eke 
VICTORIAN NATURE “PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP. | 


During 1986, the Victorian Nature Photography enetn was panied to bhane . Aden 
_together, people with an interest in Se history and quhe various avenues 
of photography pertaining to it. 

Experience within this group has clearly anew that naturalisue: and 

>. nature photographers learn much from each other. 


Last year house meetings were held in Melbourne and Gippsland, in addition 
to weekend camps at Sedgwick and the Whipstick Environment Centre. 

In March this year, over fifty members enjoyed the comfort of the Dharnya 
Centre, camp at Barmah Forest, for a weekend full of lectures, discussions’” 
and practical work, Programs usually include constructive discussions on. ; 
members work at the time of sereening, practical work in the field, . , 
lectures. “by specialists, in ‘particular fields, instructional films and audio , 
- visuals from libraries or members, and demonstrations of innovative equipment. 
, Equipment to date’ has included tripods and many attachments for botany 
photography, ‘hidden ' ladders and gear for bird photography, floating hides .. ; 
and an electrically powered canoe for SUE as Wel & as gear for the field. 
of macro-photography. . ~ : 


Plans‘are to gather two or Pree times each year in various areas of natural 
history interest. Personal contacts can mean the opportunity to persue :a” 

_, particular avenue with a more experienced: person on a one to one esha gies 
as well as learning as’ part of the group. activity. ; 


Every endeavour is made to ensure that where-ever possible group eicbires: i 
do not clash with those of field. naturalists. The next gathering will be at 
Camp Reefton in the Upper Yarra Valley, from Friday evening 17th July unt 
Sunday 19th. The cost will: be adults $20.00 and Children SSS OO. ame 


“Further enquiries would be welcomed by contacting either Mr Rob Watkins, 
Marnie Road, Bendigo 3550, or Miss Loris Peggie, 34: JOHLBISE Roads: 
Forest. Hill, 3131. 


ae pa 
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BEHIND THE SCENES - THE BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
by Don Franklin. 


For about ten years the Bird Observers Group has been accumulating written 
observations, Several years-age-the-Notes-and-Observations Committee began 
sorting these out and filing them in a small cabinet (I was not then on that 
Committee). This job Has now been completed, and new observations are simply 
slotted into the system after being written up for Whirrakee, 


Most of the observations are of one species. These are filed with all © 
observations of a species together, in the numbered order that they appear © 
in Graham Pizzey's "A field guide to the birds of Australia". However, a 
problem arose when an observation contained several species, for examples. | 
Goshawk eating Turtledove, or details of a number of honeyeaterfs in sotheone's 
garden, as occurred in this month's report. It was also noted that there 

was no facility for storing and accessing bird lists. So we have established 
a separate file of "Bird Lists", arranged in alphabetical order of Locality. 
Second and third.lists for a locality are numbered 2., 3. etc.. An index 

card for each species tells you which Bird Lists contain a record of that 
species. Thus, under Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (index card) you may find that . 
it is listed for 'Bendigo 1. and 3' and 'Whipstick 2, 3, and 5.' etc. Pease 
Like the ordinary observations, these index cards are numbered.and filed on 
the basis of Pizzey's book. In this way 411. the records of:a species.can he 
quickly located. A copy of Pizzey's list of species with their numbers.is held 
with the file, This system may sound a little complicated, but is really very. 
Aas when you use the file, oa Wigs 


This collection forms a valuable pool of information for all to use, It 
etrenty has several uses - to provide information for Bird of the Night 
discussions, and ‘background for the Notes section of Our nionthly ‘repor ‘sienna 
The National Parks and Wildlife Division of Victoria's Department of ms 
Chnservation Forests and Lands has already ‘expressed interest in the information 
contained. When the rewriting of Bendigo's bird list is finally undertaken, 

the file will make the task very much easier and more comprehensive, The = 
potential is also there for mimerous other projects such as examining the local 
movements of birds that ‘are as yet poorly understood, e.g. Grey Fantail, 

Scarlet Robin, Its value for such:projects:will increase quite rapidly as 


Were t 


more ‘records are accumulated, : 


I wish to encourage more people to contribute more récords to the system, » 
Observations do not have to be of rarities’- anything ‘unusual or of 
particular interest. is valuable, for example, if you make more detailed: 
observations of feeding, or, see sane noteworthy behaviour, Dates of a-rival. 
and departure of migrants are always valuable. Also how many of us make a bird 
list, whether on a casual afternoon's outing, or around your home or favourite 
patch of bush aver a long period, and then consign your list to oblivion or 
the obscurity of a forgotten notebook, Send them in to-the B.0.G,. If you~» 
aati it to a meeting, pass your observations on to someone who- eill be 


there/ or post them to the President or Secretary (addresses in Whirrakee). 


How about keeping a bird list around your home, if you don't already do so, © 
and send it in at intervals (monthly, seasonally or even yearly, for example). 
What about digging out some of your old lists and putting thei in too..We are 
intérested in any from the local area, The ‘local area' is defined loosely} 
for example we have included Maryborough records. © are he : 

A Yew observation form, desigried more .particularly for bird lists, is now _ 
available, in addition to copies of.the old one whichis. best for reports of 
a particulxr species, I hope to have copies of both available at’ the next main 
elub meeting. Using a form is not essential, but it could save us a lot of. 
rewriting, as many pieces of paper won't fit into the file properly, and 
mixtures of observations on the one piece have to be split-up. Longer lists/ 
notes etc. can be written on A4 paper, as this can be folded to fit into the 
file neatly. Finally, if anyone wishes to make use of the file, feel free to 
do so, It is currently held by John Burtonelay;. who can be contacted by 
phoning 39 5710 or writing to him C/o P.O. Strathfieldsaye, 3551. 


\ 


erica 
-AN EVENING WITH THE. BOTANISTS 


Botany Group meeting held at the Kellan! s home on 28th May. There were ten 
members present, 


On the Specimen Table aia ae hea pe 

A pot grown plant of Cryptandéra’‘amara, A member of the Rhamnaeeae family. 

Other members of the same family to be found near Bendigo are Cryptandera 
tomentosa, Pomaderris and Spyridium, Although considered a rare plant in our 
area, the ensuing discussion revealed that its distribution is fairly widespread 
in the district. The specimen on display, a young bush in its second year, 

some twenty inches high, was in full bloom, covered with tiny white bells 
which, as they age, turn to a pink colour, and exude a ‘faintly sweet perfume. 
‘Unfortunately, ‘in the’ bush, this plant is eagerly sought out by the Wallabies. 


Hakea etiolaris - The Sea-urchin Hakea, a tall growing small tree, with round, 
grey two inch Leaves, with extremely prominent veins. The flower, in size and 
form, closely resembles Hakea laurina, the Pincushion Hakea, but is very much 
paler in colour, 


Myoporum viseosum Sticky Boohialla, indigenous to the Whipstick, the specimen 
was from a garden grown plant. A shrub some six foot high with finely toothed 
leaves, and white tubular flowers, with tiny violet spots in the throat, As 
indicated by its botanical name ~ viscosum, the pleut when handled has a 
slightly sticky feel. 


_ Correa reflexa - ut Beckworth form. Yet another form of this delightful native, 
which carries abundant large, deep red bells, with a bright yellow-green skirt. 
An ideal plant for the garden, vreeabeta strikes: es elly aoc ey euUeAnge. Small 
dark-green roundish leaves. 


Acacia beckleri AY wattle from the’ abd ee repions of south ueteanen An erect 
growing shrub to six feet, with a stiff appearance and lanceolate leaves to 
four inches long, In late autumn it carries an abundance of large, fluffy, 
bright yellow flowers larger than our local Golden Wattle, which the bush, at 
first glance, somewhat resembles, but with leaves standing stiffly up from the 
stems, give a more upright appearance. While on the subject of autumn flowering 
wattles our local forms were discussed, these being:- Acacia lanigera, from 
Diamond Hill, and the widespread locally common, Acacia genistifolia, which 
has two colour forms. There is also the other South Australian Wattle, much 
used in road-side and median strip plantations, Acacia iteaphylla, a sample 
of which was on the table. 


Eromophila maculata Spotted Emu Bush, A handsome Broce flower, with the 
unusual Swan-neck shaped sten, 


Acacia iteaphylla An autumn flowering wattle from Scuth Australia, growing to 
about twelve feet high and wide, carrying a mass officwers and foliage right 

to the ground, and having a distinctive perfume. As a talking point, along with 
this specimen, were tabled quite a number of other wattles in bud, The matter 
under discussion was the manner in which acacias carry their buds; This varied 
from sample to sample, with quite a few being very similar. The odd one out was 
A. iteanphylla, with the complete packet of buds enclosed in a tight, sharp 
pointed sheath sesh EY to burst into full bloom, 


Eremophila debile ‘This plant has been resorted from a Myoperum. A very 


attractive froundvover, spreads to two feet across. In spring it is covered 
with small white flowers, which in autumn turn to lilac tinged berries. 
Very eye-catching. 


12, 
AN EVENING WITH uae BOTANISTS continued 


Jack Kellam's vines was as always, very. interesting | when replayed. on the T.V. 
Specimens shown were all currently in flower, 


Pterostylis parviflora - Skylark Dan 9/5/87 > 
Prasophyllum nigricans - Skylark Dam 9/5/87 


Acacia genistifolia - 


Haked laurina = 
Swamp Isotome, = 


“whstodd Secreta 


Acacia ne eceay 
Woolly Acacia , te 
Oxalis corambosa xo 


Pterostylis mevoluta)) 
Autumn greenhood . ) 


t 
‘Agaricus campestris - 
Agaricus xanthoderna- 


Central Whipstick, pale yellow flowers. The brighter. : 
golden flowered form occurs in the Heathcoté district.” 
Lyal Glen, a memberof. Proteaceae family. 

A small plant with a very pale blue flower, frequents 
moist. areas, . 

Prickly Broom Heath, Diamond Hill, autumn flowering,’ 


1 ST three plants known in the Bendigo area. 
~- That beautiful, low-growing, autumn flowering, bright ~ 
~ golden wattle anich is localised’ in the Diamond ° Hill area. 


Pink Shamrock, non han and first” record for ‘the 


~Whipstick. 


Flowers scarce .in- ihe. bush this year,: but. there Ene TADY, 
eolonies of basal leaves. This is one of the Greenhaods ': 
whose flower stems grow from an underground stolon or 
root. The only leaves the flower stem has are called leaf 
bracts, and are arranged at intervals up. the. actual..flower 
stem, usually four .of these leaf bracts. ‘The basal leaves 
are actually flowerless. There are two other local Green- 
hoods, Pterostylis robusta (The Larger Striped Greenhood), 
and P.alata (The Striped Greenhood), which have the same 
growth habit, and are.said to belong to the: SER Group. 


The edible Field Mushroom, 


The Yellow Stainer. Thanks to Reg Smart for the very 
informative talk on this species of mushroom. Not to be 
confused with, although similar to, the edible.one.......... 
It can be identified by scratching the top with the finger 
nail, If it exudes a yellow stain, throw it away, As yet 
there are no reported fatalities resulting from eating | 
this fungus, but it can cause a severe case of stomach | 
upset in some people. This variety of. mushroom appears © 


40 be very prevalent this year. 


We were then treated to an interesting slide show by Len Harvey featuring 
terrestrial orchids. from other states as well as Victoria, « 


pbeL ym uae pauciflora 


Gastrodia sesamoides etc Gael) | 


aristata Thelymitra menzesii 
" luteocilium Pterostylis pedunculata memati 
. " flexuosa yy baptistii es 
~~ agurea Thelymitra varigata, WA, 2-8. -.. =. 
_" - yillosa Crucifix Orchid Mn Sp 
"grandiflora Mantis Orchid 
" fasciculata ~  Caladenia ? W.A. Elfin Orchid 


Caleana major 


_Dendrobium speciosum 


Drakea (Hammer Head’ Orchid) Pitcher Plants, W.A. 


Glossodia major 
Caladenia deformis 
Albeua nivea 


Red Leschenaultia ~ ig 
Meio eipluiies! igo Nae in White Mallee 


Elythranthera prunonis ) | nay mre ete ae 


( Purple. Enamel Orchid 


WA. )) 


Meeting ended, as usual, with a tasty supper. 
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FLAME ROBIN SURVEY 
| cceeereeneetneeeneieertmmeenesd ena neine came ninen Te ne a eee ~ Totin’ Ipsén’ “ee 


Victorian Ornithological Research Group hela an outing to Cobram, Victoria 

and Barooga N.S.W. for Queen's birthday weekend this year to further their ° 
work with: Flame. Robins, meeting as usual an old member of the group, Mrs Mary — 
Bateman, Mary. has done immense work with these birds since taking up the’ 
challenge “in the . 1960's and working with many who. were infants when she Became 
interested, 


The Group has visited Coenen on “this reclone for Ane) viet sixteen years;  ©;: 
interest has been developed throughout the whole of the area the Flame Robins 
have been found,in South Eastern Australia and Tasmania, and all the data of 
this years activities has yet to be studied. Thirteen members camped in a 
Calitris Pine Forest on high ground bordering the Murray River east: of Barooga. | 
During preliminary study of the area, it was found that the Rcbins travelled 
from Citrus Orchards where they roosted at night to feed along the river 

flats. amid River Red Gums and Silver Wattles, using mostly the same flight 

in their peregrinations. 


All haste on the first day to set up camp and meet old’ friends, then to erect 
mist-nets in the orchards, using various sites amongst the near trees of 

oranges and lemons on their known entry into these, and be netted.in the evening: 
On this occasion, several members:tended each set.of nets, erected.a 
distance. of 200. feet or more along rows of trees, the birds. commenced arriving — 
as the day closed. Many Silver-eyes, three species of Finches and Blackbirds 
were netted only to be released as considered to be detrimental to the Same 

By 1830 hours the movement was considered complete and all details of netted * 
Robins entered in the books, when nets and gear was packed and all wended ha 
their way back to camp to consider satisfying the inner man at an OED coed me 
fire for host, but some, a ‘little decrepit, in vans.’ “es 


During the Railikeritns morning, using spring traps paited with: Nealeporna! esl 
placed along the river flats, further birds were caught ‘and banded, It was 
noted that the birds were very habitual in their daily Jjourneyings. An instance 
of this was recorded by trapping’ one bird twice on the river flat and then. 

to be netted twice in the same position at night in the COTES phos areas were 
at least a kilimetre apart. 


Banded birds were recorded returning to Cobram district ata and again over 
the years and in a few instances during this camp. Mrs Bateman records one | 
individual of this species as twelve years old on her banding. 


The group was able to operate for two sessions at. orchards and on the river 
flats and were able to record over seventy Flame Robins caught. QD,. traps or 
nets,’ some of these were adult, Flame~breasted males, but the majority were. . 

brown: ‘birds, either pees or juvenile, Rites 


KEKE KR KK 


OUTSTANDING BOOKS 


Would all members presently having publications from the Club Library please 
return them as soon as possible. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT - JUNE MEETING 


It was reported that Glenise Moors &as been accepted as a "B" class bird Bander. 


Don Franklin reported that -the bird observations record file is now up to 
date and explained how the system works, Don also stressed the importance 

of reporting. observations and encouragZ ed membérs to prepare bird lists for ... 
defined areas: suchas ‘their ovn. backyard, or the whole of the Whipstick. 
Jack Ipsen reported on the inaucral meeting ‘of "FRIENDS OF KOOYOORA STATE PARK", : 
which was held at Melvilles Caves, A group was formed which included Col Needs 
and Bill Sherman who are membets of the BiFwN.C. The sev of the group. is 
to assist with the maintenance of the Park, 


Don Franklin reported: on "Friends of the Forest" meeting which was held at 
the Whipstick, Several issues were discussed. with mining being in the forefront, © 
especially Western Mining's proposal for Bendigo, The group is not opposed : 
to shaft mining in principle, but as there is no guarantee that there will be’ 
no surface mining, or that hazardous chemicals such as mercury will not be | 
used, a letter was sent requesting more information regarding W.M.C. intentions. 


The problem of How to entertain the. Junior. Field Naturalists at the August 
Meeting was discussed, but has not. yet been resolved... 


There were numerous observations submitted this aenth,, probably as a. result je 
of Don Franklin's prompting in recent times, however this is very. pleasing fat 
to see, and we hope that the trend continues. ‘See Bird Notes and ‘Observatione: 
for details. 


There was no Guest. Speaker this month, as this was Members Night. 
The Talks presented were as follows: — ee isl 


1. David MeDonald talked about pirds ‘he. nas seen in ‘the area where” ie lives: 
at Strathfieldsaye. during the past two years. David has identified 62-species 
to dete in this area and hopes to exp pand on this BEANS: His talk was 
illustrated. by’, the use of, slides. enh 


2. Glenise Moors: spoke, of memories of. Grey-crowned ‘Babblers at “shuart Mild | 
during her younger days. The birds nested in a. big old pine tree at the rear: 
of the farm-house where she lived. Glenise also spoke of other paccs that 
frequented the area at the time. 


3. Aub, Muir showed - slides. and gave | a Very. interesting talk ahout the Meter 
ship between birds and ‘waters: 


ANT Fat 


Vv pret. 


The Bird ‘of the Night was the Gilbert Whistler .:Bill Flentje as usual had. 

some very good recordings ofthe calls of this bird. Members contributed their .. 

observations and general knowledge of this species. Slides were also shown to 

assist the less experienced to identify this bird, The bird is thought +o: be... 

uncommon in this erea, but not rare. It was noted that the femaie usually 
responds very well to imitation calls, 


Speakers for the July meeting will be Ellen McCulloch and Tess Kloot. 


Bird of the night will be Lorikeets - Purple-crowned, musk and little. 


ear he aiptd potty ts . . a meee ke my enn omnes tenance: 
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_ yENFORMATION ON WHIPSTICK PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


The Minister: for Conservation, Forests and Lands, Ms Joan Kirner, has a 
announced plans to establish a ten member Advisory Committée which will have 
a key.role in planning and managing the Bendigo Whipstick HeBiaS Leade. 


Functions ae the Committee: 


The Advisory Committee will be established under: Sections 14.and:15- of the 
National Parks Act, Section 15 states the "function of an Advisory Committee 
is to make recommendations to the Director (of National Parks) relating to 
the care and control of the park or parks in respect of which it is appointed". 
In this case the Committee would relate to the two existing Parks which were 
opened by the Minister on April 10, the Whipstick State Park and the’ 
Kamarooka State Park, 


The function of this Advisory Committee will also include: 


1, advice on the care and management of other public lands in the Whipatiek; 
2. advice in regard to the preparation of a plans; and 
3, advice on other matters as required. 


Membership: Meg ths AU Se 
The Act provides for not more than two TERE one OS whom shall be ‘appointed 
by the Minister to be convenor. 


The Minister has now decided that the new Whipstick Parks Advisory. Com ttes 
will consist of ten members, and that representation on the new DeEBNBSS 
will be as follows: i 


* 3 persons representing local government consisting: of one nominee of the’ 
Huntly Shire Council, one nominee of the Marong Shire Council and one 
nominee of the Borough of Faglehawk Council. ~ 


% 3 persons representing nature conservation interests. comprising ‘two: Aig 
_ nominees of the Bendigo Field Naturalists ‘Club and” ame “hominee™ of the 
“Conservation. Council of Victoria. 4 


ee =person meTmesent ne the scientific ail educational pemmanites 
* 1 person representing recreation and tourism interests. 
* 2 persons nominated ‘by the Minister. 


Meeting Arrangements: . 
The Secretariat will be Provided by the Bendigo neoton of the Department of 
Conservation, Forests and Lands. It is envisaged that the Committee would 


meet at least four’ times a year. Norma meeting/travelling expenses will be met. 


Nominations: 
@ersons with a knowledge of or interest in the Whipstick are invited to nominate. 
Nominations from disadvantaged groups will be welcome. 


Persons nominating should provide an accompanying statement giving details of 
those aspects of their background, interests, community involvement afid™~ 
qualifications that in their view would enable them to contribute significantly 
to the work of the advisory committee. — 


Nominations shold be made in writing to “Max. Kitchell, Ratieaat fanactee 
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands, P.0,Box 401, Bendieo,. Zo 
Hlomipe sa 0e close at 4.30 pm on Peiceys2 17 Ju 


16. 


COMMITTEE REPORT 17th JUNE 1987 


Peat eae SS SS eenan 


1. New members are Vanessa Richardson, Brenda Savy, Peter Cox and Helen Duff. 
2. The committee has revised the policy of re-imbursement of travelling _ 


_ costs for speakers. ey? 19) 
3. A letter will be written to Bob Shoebridge thanking him for allowing... 
the Club to camp on his property at Gellibrand during Easter. 

4. Conservation, Forests and Lands Department will-be asked to_explain their 
_: policy towards habitat trees in areas managed for hardwood timber ; 
.,+;production with particular concern in sylvicultured areas of Mandurang 
- Forest... op as i our U eat ; : ‘ . : a 


." 05". Letter has been received from Ms J.Kirner, Minister for Conservation, 

“Forests and Lands giving assurance that very careful consideration will 
be given to ‘the likely impact on the park before making any decision .. 
on the granting of any mining tenement in Kooyoora State Park. © 


6. The next meeting will be at J.Cleary's, 24 Goynes Rd. Epsom at 8.00 p.m, 

4.;,0n 15th July. STi oe ot 
eR REY a 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


_1. Geelong F.N.C.Newsletter. June. TS castes ethers 

“ovo “Tictorian Naturalist. Vol.104 No.3 May/June. ee T f 
3, Native Plants Preservation Society of Victoria. Newsletter May. 

Bird Observer, June No.6€4 . 

5, ..F.N.C. of Ballarat Newsletter June. 

6. ECOS 52 Winter. 

7, Habitat Vol.15 No.3 June. 
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NOMINATIONS. FOR COMMITTEE 1987/88 


Members are reminded’ that nominations are +o-be submitted at the August General 
Meeting. There will be little time for business at this meeting, so please 
have nominations. ready. 


NOMINATIONS FOR’ MEMBERS OF THE NEW WHIPSTICK PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Our Club has now been invited to nominate two members for membership of the 
new Whipstick Parks Advisory Committee. si JS Goeceee 


Any member wishing to be nominated for one of these positions please notify 


-'*" Rob Moors by the July General Meeting. © 
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CORRECTION | 


In the note’ on Natural Vegetation ot Gellibrand (June Whirrakee, p.7), 

-. Brookers Gum and Swamp Gum are described as separate species occurring together. 
This should read:- 'Brookers Gum E.brookerana (=Swamp Gum E.ovata?),! 
Brookers Gum is a recently described. species formerly considered to be part 

of the Swamp Gum complex and separated on the basis of habitat (moist forest 
rather than swamps) and some other less obvious characteristics. However, . 

in practice I have found the two species difficult to separate, and I remain 
uncertain about the identity of the Gellibrand trees. 


Don Franklin. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address fer correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1986-1987 ; ; 
PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D,Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington 43 4891 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom A8 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington 43 4891 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ~~" 39 7308 
ORGAN ISER " 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill $31 Curnow St.,Golden Square 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership. subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7,00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetinrs are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annusl Meeting is held in September. 


Exeursions The assembly point for excursions is outsidé“the Special Services 
Complex jn Havlin St. Fast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m, (usually on a Sunday). 

Walf day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-grouns:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at~the ~~~ 
Acriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. ete 
President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

Secretary: Noney Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m, at the 
Biology Lab.) Applied Science 1 Building, B,C.A.E. (unless otherwise announced). 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016) ae 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 veers 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 ces em aroma meta 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in the month, 
from 2.00 p.m. to p.m., atv the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied | 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 

Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


“y 
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~ DIARY - BEME TGG 
MEETINGS 
Wed. July 8 Speaker: Professor” Jin citén, Latrobe” University. 
Subject: The Franklin River Caves. icc a 
Wed, Aug. 12 Speakers: Bill Perry .. f Subjects: Whipstick History 
LPH 6 7 \ ae _ Don Fran ~~ Whipstick Botany 
Dae mE es ~ John Lindner oe Whipstick: Mammals 
~ ae John Kellam ae 8 abe Wnspe tick Birds’ 
' «Wed. Sept. 9 neecgest Meeting. | 
abe & Speaker: Rob Moors: = President's Address. 
~ “EXCURSIONS ) 


| July 12 Sun. Full Day. There will be an excursion to areas of: Sere 


: infestation, to remove plants. 
Depart from Havlin St. at 10.a.m: 


Aug. 16 Sun, Full Day. Leader: Mavis Needs. 


Mt. Kooyoora State Park - Botany, PRERUS CIEES an ese 
rock formations. 
Depart Inglewood ‘Town Hall, Verdon St, at 10, 00 a.m. 
_ Lunch 12,30 at Picnic area at Melville Caves. . 
3 After. lunch Park: Ranger John Kneebone, will briefly address: 
'.-.the members, - 


Sent. 13 Sun, Leader: Mr Ian: Hoffman - Ranger Corservation, Forests & lenis, 


Travel to Rushworth arriving approximately 11.00 acm. 
Visits to forest and. ; swamp locations. Interests - - birds, 
/ - sts.  potany and general; a 
fests Fe sets MEET AT EDUCATION CENTRE, HAVLIN ST. AT 10, A. Me, 


Sept. 21 - 25 | Grampians Campout. 
See May Whirrekee for full details. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP . ’ Ru 
Fri.Aug. 7 7.30 p.m, Dept. of Agriculture, Epsomy- ~~ m0 = 
Speaker: Mr Charlié Tackle. 

Subject: Nature Talk, 

Bird of the Night: . “White-throated Tree-erecper. 


BOTANY GROUP ” i} 
Thurs.July 23 7.30 p.m. at J. Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP’ 


‘Thirs,July 16 7.30 p.m. at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St.,Golden Square. 


ee’ Try 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun.Aug. 2 ‘Ferns. Mr Graham Hill will lead an excursion around 
Mt. Alexander. 


my at 


contin: imETTNG SA age ai, tT. 
Wed; July- £5) ; 8. 00 pem, at J. Cleary’ s home, 24 Goynes Rd. Epsom. can 


